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to have my Money accoiding to Contract. They made up a large Account
of Charges, as 3000 Tayels for the Mcasurage of my Ship, 1000 for Liberty
to buy Masts, Coidage and Provisions, and 1000 Tayels for Presents to
some Mandereens, and then they told me, for what remained I should have
Goods at the current Puce of the Market, tho' I was obliged to take them
between 40 and 50 pet Cent higher. They made me pay 13 Tayels per Chest
for Japon Copper, which I could have bought for 9 Tayels, and for China
Copper I was charged ten and an half, which I bought at Maccao for seven,
some Fir Masts that I cheapned for 60 Tayels they made me pay 250.
It was the Middle of January 1704. before I had ended my Accounts with
them, and I wanted Permission to go to Maccao, but that I could not have.
They put me off, from Day to Day, about a Week. At length I visited
the Ftench Chief, and he frankly told me, that they would not let me go till
I laid out ten thousand Tayels of Silver with them, which they were
informed I had on Board of my Ship, and that my Merchants had told
him so. I answered, that being bound to Amoy, I had Bills on Merchants
there for near that Sum, which, with my Goods, had been sufficient to
have loaded my Ship there, for which Reason I had bi ought no Silver
with me; but I found there was no End to their Villany, and therefore
I would go without Leave, if I had it not in three Days. He told me of
many ill Consequences that would attend violent Courses; but I answered
him. That I could no longer bear their Insults, and, if4! had not my
Permission in three Days, I would run a Muck, (which is a mad Custom
among the Mallayas when they become desperate) and that I thought
twenty five Men well armed, were sufficient to go off by Violence, when
by fair Means they could not obtain it, that being the last Remedy,
what Blood might be spilt in the Action, the Hapoa and his Chaps
would answer to the Emperor for, who, no Doubt, would enquire into
the Cause.

I then bade farewel to all the Gentlemen of the French Factory, and left
a Present of 50 Tayels for the Linguist that lay in Prison, and came Home
to my Inn, and acquainted my Men with my Resolution, who unanimously
approved of it, promising to live and die with me, and immediately we
new cleaned our Arms, and new loaded them with Powder and Ball, which
the Servants of the Haung taking Notice of, went and informed my Mer-
chants what we had been doing, and that we lookt brisker than usual.
The Merchants went to the French Chief, to see if he knew what Design
we had, and he frankly told them all that I had told him. They im-
mediately acquainted the Hapoa, who forthwith sent us a Permit for our-
selves and Goods, and next Day I departed with twelve of my Crew, and